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Starting out as an anti-auteurist filmmaker in the collective Filmgroup1,2,3 with Jan de 
Bont and Rem Koolhaas, Rene Daalder went on to work at the cutting edge of his 
medium for over 50 years. Heavily involved with special effects and software 
development, Daalder has gained worldwide recognition as a pioneer of virtual reality and 
digital motion picture technologies. He also co-founded several online platforms 
including Space Collective, Cargo, and Persona. 

His films include teenage horror classic Massacre at Central High, punk rock musical 
Population: 1, Habitat and Hysteria. He also directed a Grammy-nominated music 
video for Supertramp’s Brother Where You Bound, wrote and directed a documentary 
about Bas Jan Ader entitled Here is Always Somewhere Else and collaborated with 
the Sex Pistols on The Great Rock ’n’ Roll Swindle. 
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A group of UC Santa Cruz students digitize the archives of counter-culture icon Timothy Leary 
while experiencing their own psychedelic reevaluation of reality. Directed by Rene Daalder, this 
feature-length sci-fi documentary about the 1960s guru and his impact on the Internet 
generation is currently in the final stages of post-production. 
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conceptual artist Bas Jan Ader, who in 1975 disappeared 
under mysterious circumstances at sea in the smallest 
boat ever to cross the Atlantic. As seen through the eyes 
of fellow emigrant filmmaker Rene Daalder, the picture becomes a sweeping overview of 
contemporary art films as well as an epic saga of the transformative powers of the ocean. 
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ideas and information about the state of the species, their planet and 
the universe, living the lives of science fiction today. 
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Website for Bas Jan Ader, last seen in 1975 when he took off in what would have been the 
smallest sailboat ever to cross the Atlantic. He left behind a small oeuvre, often using gravity 
as a medium, which more than 30 years after his disappearance at sea is more influential than 
ever before. In collaboration with Folkert Gorter . Josh Pana ell and Aaron Ohlmann . 
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If there is one thing I have enjoyed about SpaceCollectivesince its inception, it is the polymath 
nature of most of this site’s forward thinkers. Almost everyone here has a mixture of creative 
and intellectual ambitions, which more often than not covers philosophical and literary ground 
and a strong focus on art and design. In a way one could say that this a community of 
Generalists, similar to Wikipedia’s description of the Renaissance Man , aka as Homo 
Universalis: 
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The term “universal man” or “man of the world” is used to describe a person who 
is well educated or who excels in a wide variety of subjects or fields, based on 
the notion of Renaissance Humanism that “a man can do all things if he will.” 
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A person of that era was expected to speak several languages, play a musical instrument, 
write poetry, and so on, thus fulfilling the Renaissance ideal. The idea of a universal education 
was pivotal to achieving polymath ability, hence the concept of the University, which at the time 
did not specialise in specific areas, but rather trained their students in a broad array of 
science, philosophy, theology and the arts. This universal education contributed hugely to their 
being able to comprehend the universe as it was understood at the time. 


This could have been the description of any of us here on SpaceCollective trying to 
comprehend the universe as it is understood in our time and beyond. A good representative of 
such a new-style Homo Universalis is 

partner/girlfriend, covers: “film, video, photography, grapic design and media platform 
development.” They create multi-media works in English, French and Macedonian, not to 
mention computer code. NotThisBody does not “recognize borders between mediums” and 
they are “open to any and all who’d like to cooperate and co-create” with them. Since they 
spend most of their time as digital nomads, these collaborations could take place on the 
multiple online platforms where today’s Digital Renaissance is shaping up, or wherever their 
physical bodies may find themselves on this battle-worn planet as they are passing through, 
breaking down boundaries between people and cultural expressions wherever they go. 
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During the Industrial Revolution the idea of the Homo Universalis was discredited because it 
was considered extremely difficult to genuinely acquire an encyclopedic knowledge of 
everything, and even more so to be proficient in several fields at the level of an expert. Not to 
mention to achieve excellence or recognition in multiple fields. As specialization became the 
norm at the world’s Universities, the word polymath began to take on a negative connotation, 
but the internet is rapidly bringing the era of the expert to a close by providing everyone 
universal access to all knowledge. 
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Most of today’s educational institutions are still adhering to centuries old teaching models, 
bolstered by tenure and obligatory publications, wrought under the academic mandate to 
Publish or Perish. But as the dissemination of information is increasingly taking place online, 
knowledge creation is no longer the exclusive privilege of lecturing professors drawing from a 
canon that is frozen in time and often out of date. Instead, universal access to information 
allows for community-driven curricula which are forever updated by students interacting with an 
ever growing online repository of educational materials. None of this takes away from the 
necessity of brilliant teachers or the essential knowledge exchange between professionals and 
those who have signed on to learn from them. But it does mean a radically different dynamic 
between the institution and an increasingly participating student body whose contributions are 
transcending hierarchical, disciplinary and institutional boundaries. 
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The mandate that may define tomorrow’s technologically integrated education might as well be, 
Participate or Perish, bringing the University in closer alignment again with the ideals of the 
original Renaissance Humanists. And these visionary minds are not the only ones from the 
distant past who established a precedent that is surprisingly relevant today. 


Recently I came across another historical inspiration that foreshadowed the potential of today’s 
internet revolution. Working on a concept for an online educational platform it came to my 
attention that at least three pillars of the current internet were informed by a century-old 
educational system conceived by Maria Montessori who hoped that her anti-authoritarian 
learning principles might ultimately bring about world peace. Born in 1870 in Italy, Maria would 
have been considered a true revolutionary in any time, leave alone hers. When she was 13 
years old she attended an all-boy technical school in preparation for her dreams of becoming 
an engineer, and she was the first woman to graduate from the University of Rome’s Medical 
School, becoming the first female doctor in Italy. She ultimately became famous for her theory 
that education is not something that teachers do, but that learning comes naturally to humans. 
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Being a product of the visionary lady’s ideas 
myself, it piqued my interest to find out that both 
Larrv Pag e and Sergei Brin attributed Google’s 
success story to Maria Montessori . According to 
them their Montessori education taught them to 
be self directed and self starters, adding that 
their schooling taught them to think for 
themselves, giving them the freedom to pursue 
their own path, which would lead to the 
snowballing success of Google, which aims to 
provide the world with near universal access to 
all information known to man. 
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This completely unexpected tribute to an often marginalized educational system struck me with 
the realization that the internet might indeed be looked at as a giant Montessori System with 
its respect for people’s individuality, innate curiosity and natural inclination to share which 
would become the underlying principle of Google’s PageRank, Amazon’s recommendation 
algorithm, and Wikipedia’s collaborative knowledge creation. In a Montessori school as well as 
on the web, students are given the appropriate tools to search the educational landscape 
without peer pressure or the need to compete. As a result of their firmly established autonomy 
they are much more inclined to contribute to the group, which in turn rewards them by sharing 
the outcome of everybody else’s inquiries, jointly increasing the community’s collective 
intelligence. 
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Thus, on the eve of the First World War which would so violently expose humankind’s 
destructive tendencies, one woman’s prescience may have launched an educational model that 
helped set into motion one of the biggest mental revolutions to date. Who knows, one day her 
vision might help us realize the resolution she hoped for, as an exponentially growing number 
of unwitting digital disciples will finally foster peace on earth. Certainly, had she been around to 
see the fruits of her labor, she would have considered Google’s motto “Don’t Be Evil” a good 
start! Now it’s up to today’s educationalists to take notice and follow suit, or perish like every 
other institution harking back to the industrial revolution. 


So here, courtesy of Google and Wikipedia, is an invaluable message from the visionary 
pedagogue herself: 


“Scientific observation has established that education is not what the teacher 
gives; education is a natural process spontaneously carried out by the human 
individual, and is acquired not by listening to words but by experiences upon the 
environment. The task of the teacher becomes that of preparing a series of 
motives of cultural activity, spread over a specially prepared environment, and 
then refraining from obtrusive interference. Human teachers can only help the 
great work that is being done, as servants help the master. Doing so, they will be 
witnesses to the unfolding of the human soul and to the rising of a New Man who 
will not be a victim of events, but will have the clarity of vision to direct and 
shape the future of human society”. 
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In Spacewaver’s recent post about the Sin g ularity Universit y he mentions a discussion 
concerning the institution’s recent mission statement which, according to Jamais Cascio claims 
to be "preparing humanity for accelerating technological change," but is “spending a lot more 
time talking about nifty gadgets than about the connection between technology and society.” 


Spaceweaver considers Cascio’s opinion a possible “invitation to a discussion and exchange 
which is much in need,” and he believes that “the SpaceCollective can and perhaps should 
become a stage for such discussion.” 
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Here are my thoughts on the matter: I admire Ray Kurzweil’s advocacy of radical ideas. 
However, like so many scientists and tech mavens he has never been able to frame the 
essential humanistic components of his master plan in a compelling way. When you promote 
powerful notions of human transformation it obviously becomes important not to portray 
humanity as something that must be overcome. Therefore it would seem to be essential to 
include a Future Humanities department as part of the Singularity University's curriculum. 
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I agree with Spaceweaver that the futurist thinkers on this site can contribute something of 
value to the Singularity University, and even to the curricula of the regular universities, like the 
ones SC worked with on several projects, since they conversely tend to ignore the subject of 
the future altogether. 


Spaceweaver himself is a perfect example of how the thinkers who contribute such valuable 
content to this site could play a role in filling this vacuum. In post after post he demonstrates a 
phenomenal grasp of the ethical and philosophical implications of the impending changes in 
the equilibrium of our culture. Likewise, the Polytopia project has become an impressive forum 
for the evolution of Future Mind, while SC’s mix of art, science and design represents precisely 
what is so painfully absent from most blogs dealing with topics like Nanotechnology, 
Transhumanism, Artificial Intelligence, etc. 
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Check out KurzweilAI . for example, and note the banner ad for Ray & Terry’s Longevity 
Products, which rather looks like an advertisement for a Bed and Breakfast. The artless quality 
of the site makes one long for Folkert’s designs, Xaos’ Singularity-inspired poetics, Andy 
Gilmore’s art and the multi-media that makes the future represented by SpaceCollective so 
enticing. Unfortunately, we have to assume that Kurzweil’s X-Prize-, Google- and NASA- 
sponsored university, heady and scientific as it will undoubtedly become, will be lacking some 
of the emotional and aesthetic experiences we aspire to. In all likelihood, little attention will be 
paid to the fact that the future could actually be a sexy and stimulating place and there will be 
a deficit of the magic many of us here associate with technology. Nor will there be many young 
faces gracing the institute’s vaunted halls, due to its prohibitive tuition. I can’t help but imagine 
the place as an ivied, corporate institute, rather than a desirable haven for techno-optimism. 
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Many of us have been influenced by Eric Drexler’s brilliant introduction to nano technology, 
Engines of Creation, and I read The Singularity is Near from cover to cover. I was inspired by 
Vernor Vinge’s novel True Names and Timothy Leary’s plans to cryonically preserve his 
molecular framework for future resurrection as well as Hans Moravec’s dream of taking science 
to the edge where Humanity becomes Trans-Human. 
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Being foremost a storyteller I would dream up future scenarios informed by the ideas of these 
Wizened Elders of Futurism that were populated by human characters people could identify 
with. These science-fact based stories became exciting exercises in creating entirely new 
worlds based on new potentials and rules, even though most of them stood little chance to 
become movies because the film industry has a longstanding policy to only fund dystopian 
narratives ( check out this post on the sub j ect ). 
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In response to that dismal state of affairs I’m now finishing up a SciFi documentary about the 
late Timothy Leary, my favorite ‘mad scientist,’ promoting the evolution of intelligence by 
whatever means possible. Leary’s main challenge in life was not to let dystopia’s henchmen - 
who chased him across the globe and kept him in jail for years - succeed at turning his life 
into a cautionary tale. As a result, his story is one of the most spectacular object lessons in 
optimism, defiant at every turn and as prescient as only the best futurists manage to be. 


It just so happens that Leary makes a number of posthumous appearances in Kurzweil’s The 
Singularity is Near, one of which is a fictional conversation with a character called Molly2004, 
who tries to figure out what will separate future humans from “bacteria who would talk and 
think” once we will be “saturating the universe with our intelligence.” Someone by the name of 
George2048 responds, “Indeed, Molly, that is fundamentally what the Singularity is all about. 
The Singularity is the sweetest music, the deepest art, the most beautiful mathematics... 
still trying to envision what the universe will be doing,” Molly insists, whereupon Timothy Leary 
elucidates that “the universe will be flying like a bird...” 
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No matter my critical remarks in this post, Ray Kurzweil deserves our highest admiration for 
encouraging so many people to take a giant leap into a future that not so long ago would have 
been considered unthinkable. Only someone willing to play the part of ‘straight man’ could 
have possibly succeeded at rallying the support which should make the Singularity a reality, by 
which time he may finally be able to transcend his cheerleader role. 
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After all, by then everything will have changed. 


As Xaos put it in his first SpaceCollective post: 


The amazing thing about the singularity, the Story of the singularity that is, is the 
way it affects us. When projecting it on the line of our event horizon, the 
singularity is a story that brings us into deconstruction and moves us into 
composing ourselves anew. 
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The human today lives in a radical time, actually an extremely radical time; the 
future is rushing at us, proposing for the first time the idea and reality of a better 
platform, distinctively different from the imperfect outcome of natural selection. It 
is the beginning of an accelerating change that is starting to gain a confident and 
attractive position, projecting the human over an open horizon. Changing the very 
meaning of what, who and how a human is. 


So Mr. Kurzweil, just to let you know, we are waiting for your call. In the meantime we’d 
appreciate a courtesy discount on your school’s tuition or perhaps even a few scholarships as 
a token for our relentless promotion of your cause. 
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RS. In an excellent comment by EINitro . he includes a great quote by RISD President John 
Maeda: 


Amidst the attention given to the sciences as how they can lead to the cure of all 
diseases and daily problems of mankind, I believe that the biggest breakthrough 
will be the realization that the arts, which are conventionally considered ‘useless,’ 
will be recognized as the whole reason why we ever try to live longer or live 
more prosperously. 
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Together with computer programmer Pierre Jasmin, Daalder developed the software that gave 
the film its Academy Award winning painterly look. 
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An ozone-layer-destroyed future has left Earth a parched wasteland. Driven indoors people 
carry on as if nothing has happened. Except for one teenage boy who desperately wants to be 
a regular kid but turns out to be the next step in human evolution. The first ever digital HD 
feature, with Balthazar Getty, Tcheky Karyo, Alice Krige and Laura Harris. Written and directed 
by Rene Daalder. 
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Patrick McGoohan inverts his character from The Prisoner as the psychiatrist in charge of an 
insane asylum where he has combined the inmates into a group mind, sharing each other's 
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Written and directed by Rene Daalder. 
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band's collaboration with the late great exploitation filmmaker Russ Meyer, Roger Ebert and 
Rene Daalder, whose house in the Hollywood Hills was the Pistols' US headquarters. 


1980 (10,316 views) Filed under Collaboration for Feature Film 




The Screamers Live 

Live music production 


Massacre at Central High 

Feature Film 



Super Vixens 

Feature Film 


Boudewijn De Groot 

Musical collaboration 



Je Maintiendrai 

Short Film 



The White Slave 

Feature Film 



Body and Soul I 

Short Film 



Body and Soul II 

Short Film 




































Gehry draws 


Rene Daalder 


Biography Interview clips Press Behind the Scenes 


YACHT Utopia / Dystopia 

Music Video 


Terrestrials 

Feature Film 


Here Is Always Somewhere Else 

Feature Film 


Lynnopolis 

Article in Book 


Gravity Art 

Art exhibitior 


Strawberry Fields 

Animated Feature 


SpaceCollective.org 

Website 


Online or Out of Line 

Magazine article 


Frank Gehry: Foreshadowing the 21sl 

Article in Book 


Bas Jan Ader.com 

Website 


Return of the Renaissance Man 

SpaceCollective post 


The universe will fly like a bird 

SpaceCollective post 


What Dreams May Come 

FX/Animation 


Digital Skin 

Magazine article 


Habitat 

Feature Film 


Bas Jan Ader in the Age of Jackass 

Magazine Article 


One Planet Under a Grove: Zap Marne 

Television series 


Hysteria 

Feature Film 


Schokkend Nieuws 

Magazine Column 


Blink 

FX/Animation 


Brainscan 

FX/Animation 


Robocop 2 

FX/Animation 


Felix the Cat 

FX/Animation 


Centipede 

Feature Film 


Jungle Jury 

Realtime CG show 


Richard Baily's Trojan Horse 

Magazine article 


A Second Chance 

Short Film 


Population: 1 

Feature Film 


Forward Compatibility 

Article in Book 


Brother Where You Bound 

Music Video 


The Great Rock ’n’ Roll Swindle 

Collaboration for Feature Film 


Massacre at Central High 

Feature Film 


boudevvijn 

de 

groot 


Super Vixens 


Boudewijn De Groot 

Musical collaboration 


LA's favorite synth-based punk band, headed by iconic live-wire Tomata du Plenty, whose near 
psychotic performances inspired Rock&Roll icons like Devo, Talking Heads and Iggy Pop. 
Daalder forged a long-term relationship with the band that culminated in live performances 
across North America and the feature film Population: One. Recently unearthed footage 
provides a rare glimpse at the band's legendary final shows at The Whiskey. 
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The cult classic that eerily predicted punk and Columbine, and inspired Rock'n'Roll High 
School and Heathers, with Bobby Carradine, Andrew Stevens, Rainbeaux Smith and Lani 
O'Grady. Written and directed by Rene Daalder. 
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Daalder's inititation in all things American took place under his friend Russ Meyer's personal 
tutelage (or; supervision), leading to Daalder's first feature film, Massacre at Central High, and 
his involvement with the Sex Pistols. 
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Documentary subject Rene Daalder turns the tables on his Dutch friend and fellow filmmaker 
Frans Bromet as the down on his luck Daalder makes a fictional B-movie sequel to plantation 
exploitation flic Mandingo. 
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Girls being trained as idealistic nurses find themselves mixed up with a white slave ring in 
Tangiers. 


Bunuelesque satirical feature directed by Daalder. Co-written with renowned architect Rem 
Koolhaas. Cinematography by Oliver Wood (The Bourne Supremacy and Face Off) and Jan de 
Bont (director of Speed and Twister). Music by Antoine Duhamel (Pierrot Le Fou, Stolen 
Kisses). 
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Daalder's highly acclaimed award-winning first film about a body builder's fears that his body 
may outgrow his mind. Photographed by Jan de Bont. 
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A tribute to Holland's great actress 
Andrea Domburg, brought out of 
seclusion by Daalder, who considered 
her his own Greta Garbo. “The best 
feature of the year, if not years to 
come. ” —Algemeen Handelsblad 
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Daalder's mini opera written to the music of Villa Lobos. Vocal stylings by punk chanteuse 
Sheela. Music co-produced by Daalder and David Campbell. Camera, Oliver Wood (The 
Fantastic Four and The Honeymoon Killers). 
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Precocious teenagers write, direct and star in their inconoclastic first film. 


They just happen to be future architect Rem Koolhaas, director Jan de Bont, TV personality 
Frans Bromet, software tycoon Samuel Meyering and multi-media pioneer Rene Daalder. 
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Rene Daalder, 1944 - 2019 
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According to the program notes of a 2011 Retrospective of his work in New 
York “few filmmakers can claim as head-scratchingly eclectic a body of 
work as Rene Daalder.” 


Starting out as a conventional filmmaker, Rene Daalder has written and 
directed 6 feature films as well as numerous television and music related 
projects, in Europe, the US and Canada. In his native Holland he worked as 
a team with Jan de Bont, made numerous films with Dutch documentary 
filmmaker Frans Bromet, and wrote several screenplays with his frequent 
collaborator Rem Koolhaas. Together they made some highly acclaimed, 
award winning movies, culminating in Daalder's directorial feature film debut 
The White Slave (1969). 
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After emigrating to the USA, Daalder worked with Russ Myer, who recruited 
him to write and direct a film, “where eight teenagers are killed.” This became 
the cult classic Massacre at Central High, which was acknowledged as “one 
of the most influential films ever to deal with high school terror.” He would go 
on to direct two “conceptual science fiction films 

McGoohan (The Prisoner) and Amanda Plummer (Pulp Fiction), and Habitat 
starring Tcheky Karyo and Alice Krige, as well as a Los Angeles punk 
musical 
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Hysteria, starring Patrick 


Population: One, starring singer Tomata duPlenty of The 
Screamers (produced by his wife Bianca Daalder-van lersel). 


Often operating at the cutting edge of his medium and heavily involved with 
special effects, software development and music, Daalder also gained 
worldwide recognition as a pioneer of virtual reality and digital motion picture 
technologies. A man of many firsts, Daalder developed digital filmmaking 
tools and movie projects at NYlT’s Computer Graphics Lab, which spawned 
the CG medium as we know it today, from SGI computers to George Lucas' 
Industrial, Light and Magic and Pixar. He made the first Virtual Reality film for 
European TV (Centipede); the first feature film shot in Digital High Definition 
(Habitat); the first long form narrative music video for MTV (Supertramp's 
Grammy nominated Brother Where You Bound?); and the first sequence to 
use real time motion capture in a movie (Robocop 2). Among the movies for 
which Daalder created computer effects and consulted, are Robocop II, 
Lawnmower Man, Michael Apted's Blink, Brainscan and the X-Files TV 
series. With programmer Pierre Jasmin, he developed the original software 
that gave What Dreams May Come its Oscar winning painterly look. 
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As a writer, Grammy-nominated director (and sometime music producer), he 
worked with a wide range of musicians and bands, from Supertramp to the 
Sex Pistols (he was one of the creators of the Sex Pistols’ seminal punk rock 
movie The Great Rock&Roll Swindle), to Metallica, Beck and indie pop band 
Yacht. In 1975, he wrote and produced, together with Boudewijn De Groot, 
the LP Waar Ik Woon en Wie Ik Ben, which became one of Boudewijn’s most 
successful records in the Netherlands. 
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In 2007 Daalder and interaction designer Folkert Gorter, along with developer 
Josh Pangell, launched an online think tank called 
invite-only publishing platform allowed contributors to post lengthy essays 
and promoted dialogue about the state of the species, technology, the planet, 
and the universe. In Space Collective’s beta stage, scores of aspiring 
members found the unpublicized URL and applied for membership to the 
community, which grew to host thousands of active contributors with 
hundreds of thousands of page views monthly. 
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As a think tank and a platform, SpaceCollective also hosted special studio 
projects at architecture and design schools such as Columbia University, Sci- 
Arc, Vienna's Angewandte (designing space colonies with architect Greg 
Lynn) and the Design Media Arts department at UCLA. 
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SpaceCollective proved highly influential in online culture, and inspired 
designers and developers of many subsequent companies and projects, such 
as Facebook and Pinterest. In 2009, the success of Space Collective gave 
rise to the creative publishing platform Cargo, which exploded the design 
sensibility of SC into flexible website templates that allowed thinkers, 
designers, and artists to publish their work within a multi-disciplinary, creative 
network. Over the course of just a few years the Cargo community grew to 
hundreds of thousands of users, each with their own personal website. Cargo 
is recognized as one of the most popular and respected publishing platforms 
on the web, used by the most talented designers and artists sharing their 
work online. 
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In his later years, Daalder also completed a trilogy of documentaries, which 
started with 2007’s Here Is Always Somewhere Else, a critically acclaimed 
documentary feature about Dutch/Californian conceptual artist Bas Jan Ader 
who in the 1970's disappeared at sea (co-produced by Aaron Ohlmann). The 
film was nominated for a Gouden Kalf (the Dutch equivalent of an Academy 
Award) and led to highly regarded gallery exhibitions in Amsterdam and Los 
Angeles, curated by Daalder, introducing a new genre for which he coined 
the term Gravity Art. Daalder’s second non-fiction film, a sci-fi documentary 
called The Terrestrials is inspired by the life and times of Timothy Leary 
(made in collaboration with his daughter Megan Daalder), and the third in the 
trilogy is a feature length portrait of his high school friend architect Rem 
Koolhaas. 
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Daalder's articles on the future of digital cinema, computers, art and 
architecture appeared on a regular basis in magazines. His book 
contributions have been published by MIT Press, Taschen and Rizzoli. He 
lectured regularly at major universities in America and Europe about the 
future of digital media. 
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Hollywood Tower, a film project by Rene Daalder (with the collaboration of Rem Koolhaas) 
and Russ Meyer (1974) 


It isl 974, the year of Hollywood’s death. But like a rising Phoenix, the dream 
factory is destined to reinvent itself. Sold to extremely wealthy oil moguls, the 
studios abandon their original calling of making live-action movies and are now 
producing movies with data bases and computers able to digitally resurrect the 
movie stars of the past. 
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Some however resist the phenomenon and initiate the last “flesh and blood” 
movie, directed by Russ Meyer, “the last mogul of the true humanist cinema 
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Voila, a beautiful metaphysical scenario about the death and rebirth of the eternal phoenix we 
call cinema. This script called Hollywood Tower was written over 3 decades ago and 
synthesizes the Hollywood world of the 70’s (where paranoiac fiction meets unrestrained 
porno) while anticipating the emergence of the virtual Hollywood of the 21st Century. 
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As far ahead of its times as it was, a first draft of the proposed script was presented to Russ 
Meyer by the project’s originator Rene Daalder (filmmaker and pioneer of digital special effects 
since the 70’s), while future architect Rem Koolhaas contributed his delirious urban myths. 


This film’s visionary fantasy can be seen as the outcome of the long, friendship between the 
free-spirited Daalder and Koolhaas. Both were members of Filmgroup 1,2,3 a democratic, anti¬ 
auteur collective which also included cameraman and future filmmaker Jan de Bont. Along with 
some others the group made a couple of student movies with a vaguely situationist slant in 
the conservative Holland of the 60’s and collaborated on a feature film directed by Daalder, 
called The White Slave. 


Return of the Renaissance Man 

SpaceCollective post 


The universe will fly like a bird 

SpaceCollective post 


It’s a pity their first American adventure was never realized, despite Daalder’s friendship with 
Russ Meyer, who as far as the group was concerned ranked as high as Fassbinder, but did 
not feel he was ready to carry such a project at the time, even though contacts had already 
been made with stars like Tippi Hedren and Chet Baker for the music score. 


Lets for a moment contemplate this vision of Hollywood’s swan song by this unknown 
cinematographic group whose genius intuitions we must applaud in hindsight. When you think 
about such a prophetic story, coming at least 20 years before the much less glamorous 
Second life, its revisionist reading of the myths and the secret history of the United States “a la 
James Ellroy”, the Wachowski brothers and the motion capture cinema, it would be highly 
unlikely that something even remotely as prophetic would show up anywhere. 
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Digital Skin 

Magazine article 


Bibliography: Rem Koolhaas Interview in Spiegel, March 27 2006, “The film a I’envers, the 60’s 
of Rem Koolhass”, Bart Loosma article, in the magazine Le Visiteur, Fall 2001. 


Joachim Lepastier, 2011 
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Anthology Film Archive Retrospective featuring screenings of MASSACRE AT CENTRAL 
HIGH, along with a selection of other films. June 8 - June 12 2011. 


Few filmmakers can boast a body of work as head-scratchingly eclectic as Rene 
Daalder’s. Dutch-born, but resident in the U.S. for more than 30 years, he has 
made movies in so many seemingly incompatible genres and modes, and in 
collaboration with such an unlikely range of figures, it almost beggars belief that 
they all could have issued from the same person. Making his feature debut in 
Holland with the nightmarish and mystifying WHITE SLAVE (co-written by Rem 
Koolhaas, before he became one of the world’s most acclaimed vanguard 
architects), Daalder soon relocated to the U.S. where he has since established 
himself as a pioneer of visual fx, author of many publications about the future of 
arts and technology, and an active promoter of groundbreaking online media 
ventures. As a filmmaker he has been responsible for the seminal teen- 
exploitation film MASSACRE AT CENTRAL HIGH; a lo-fi punk musical, 
POPULATION: 1, starring Tomata du Plenty from legendary L.A. band The 
Screamers; two mind-expanding B-horror films; a perceptive, elegant 
documentary on Dutch conceptual artist Bas Jan Ader; and most recently a ‘sci-fi’ 
documentary about Timothy Leary and his legacy. Here at Anthology we’re used 
to presenting the work of protean, unpredictable auteurs, but Daalder’s body of 
work is so multifarious that heavy dosing may be the only way to perceive the 
connections. 
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Short Film 
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Armies of the Night 

Mini Opera 
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Rene Daalder 


Biography Interview clips Press Behind the Scenes 


Behind the Scenes 


x 


Russ Meyers, the King of the Nudies, 
poses for Daalder's camera on the 20th 
Century Fox studio backlot. 


YACHT Utopia / Dystopia 

Music Video 


Terrestrials 

Feature Film 


Here Is Always Somewhere Else 

Feature Film 


Lynnopolis 

Article in Book 


Emmanuelle Vaugier (One Tree Hill, 
Smallville) and Michael Maloney shooting 
Hysteria with Rene Daalder. 


Gravity Art 

Art exhibition 


Strawberry Fields 

Animated Feature 


Amanda Plummer (Pulp Fiction) playing 
the role of Myrna Malloy on the set of 
Hysteria. 
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Bas Jan Ader.com 

Website 


Frank Gehry: Foreshadowing the 21st 

Article in Book 


Andrew Stevens (The Fury) and Kimberly 
Beck (Friday the 13th: The Final Chapter) 
on the beach in Massacre at Central 
High. 
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Jan de Bont (the director of Speed and 
Twister) and Rene Daalder filming Body 
and Soul II. 


Habitat 

Feature Film 


Hysteria 

Feature Film 


Laura Harris (24, The Faculty) and 
Balthazar Getty (Lost Highway, Natural 
Born Killers) on the set of Habitat with 
Rene Daalder. 


Bas Jan Ader in the Age of Jackass 

Magazine Article 


Schokkend Nieuws 

Magazine Column 
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One Planet Under a Grove: Zap Mamc 

Television series 


Cinematographer turned producer Bert 
Van Munster (The Amazing Race, Cops) 
with Daalder on the set of Massacre at 
Central High. 


Brainscan 

FX/Animation 


Robocop 2 

FX/Animation 


Felix the Cat 

FX/Animation 


Centipede 

Feature Film 


The Screamers front-man Tomata du 
Plenty and Rene Daalder jam at Daalder's 
music studio, which also served as the 
set for Population: One. 


Jungle Jury 

Realtime CG show 


Richard Baily's Trojan Horse 

Magazine article 


The 1,2,3 Film Group: (left to right) Kees 
Meyering, Rem Koolhaas, Frans Bromet, 
Rene Daalder, and Jan de Bont. 


A Second Chance 

Short Film 


Population: 1 

Feature Film 


Forward Compatibility 

Article in Book 


Brother Where You Bound 

Music Video 


Actress Vicka Borg on the set of The 
White Slave, with Jan de Bont (director: 
Speed, Twister), Oliver Wood 
(cinematographer: Face Off, The Bourne 
Supremacy) and Rene Daalder behind the 
camera. 


The Great Rock ’n’ Roll Swindle 

Collaboration for Feature hum 


The Screamers Live 

Live music production 
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Super Vixens 


Malcom McLaren meets Johnny Rotten in 
a final attempt to reconcile after the Sex 
Pistols' break-up. Photo by Daalder. 
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Boudewijn De Groot 

Musical collaboration 


Je Maintiendrai 

Short Film 


Daalder with leading ladies Amanda 
Plummer and Alice Krige during double 
feature premiere of Hysteria and Habitat 
at the Brussels Festival of Fantasy and 
Science Fiction ('97). 


Body and Soul I 

Short Film 


The White Slave 

Feature Film 


Body and Soul II 

Short Film 


Armies of the Night 

Mini Opera 
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1,2,3, Rhapsody 

Short Film 
























































































